"A Tour of G obalization," by Bruce Mazlish

In the late eighteenth-early nineteenth century, it was fashionable to
take a Grand Tour of the world to round out one's education. In fact, such a
Tour was generally restricted to Western Europe and perhaps North Africa; it was
deci dedly eurocentric. Today, we travel w dely across the gl obe, called by sone
a "global village." To understand the globalized space and tinme in which we
live, | propose to undertake a "tour of globalization"; that is, to nmentally
travel inits realm My aimis to "map" the topic as a project and as a research
ar ea.

A obalization itself can be defined as a process, taking place today
before our eyes. It is also an historical process, whose origins nust be sought
far back into the past. Yet, in its intensity and in its dinmensions, | wish to
contend that globalization as we know it is new. So nmuch so that we can usefully
speak of our entering a new period of history--a global epoch

| medi ately, we are presented with a dating problemin regard to such an
announcenent. When did the gl obal epoch begin? (Parenthetically, it should be
noted that that there are those who contend, for exanple, that globalization is
not new, that it is to be found in the nineteenth century, at the time of the
second industrial revolution, with proportionately |arger amobunts of capita
novi ng around the world than at the present tine.) Was it in the 1950s, with the
| aunch into space and the advent of nuclear power? Or the 1970s, with the spread
of the information revolution and the extraordi nary conpressi on of space/tine
facilitated by conputers? Or do we have to wait until 1989 and the begi nning of
t he dissolution of the Soviet Union, thus ending a bi-superpolar world and
maki ng possible a truly gl obal society?

What di stinguishes this new epoch is the synchronicity and synergy anpng
the factors, to be enunerated in a nonent, that nmake for globalization; and it
is in these terns that a dating decision will eventually be nmade. Anobng the
factors are the followi ng: humanity's step into space, from whence we have a new
perspective on "spaceship earth"; the devel opnment of nuclear energy, giving us
the potential to destroy ourselves or at least our civilization at one blow, the
| aunching of satellites, which can link all parts of the globe in instantaneous
time and space; the creation of an environnmental threat, whose gl oba
proportions can be known fromsatellite pictures; and the increasing spread of
mul ti nati onal corporations, whose wealth and power have metasi zi ed vigorously.

All these factors are transnational. They interact with one another
"globally." | propose to add to this |list of factors, treated here as causa
agents, though also as effects, another |ist of what can be called correlative
phenonena of various sorts, although again the boundary between cause and effect
is porous. Human rights, world music, spreading nigration, global consunerism
for exampl e, are obvious candi dates. And, to approach the |list from another
angl e, we can study the relation of globalization to such phenomena as the city,
crime and terrorism the legal system culture in all its manifestations, the
possi bl e end of patriarchy, and the vicissitudes of denpbcracy, to name a few.
Agai n, what nust be enphasized is the interplay of all the factors and phenonena
with one another. 1

It is not, as is a common view of globalization, a matter sinply of
econoni ¢ expansion; all of the factors just enunerated are inextricably
intertwined with one another. The fact is that too many peopl e pass judgnent on



the process of globalization without nuch understanding of it. Wth little rea
research as basis, there has neverthel ess been a rush to normative eval uation

In our tour of the problem | wll now take up a number of hasty judgments that
are often made and, in turn, make a nunber of quick comrents. The first
assunpti on concerns honogeni zati on versus heterogeneity. dobalization, it is
said, is making the world all one, flattened out in a nonotonous |ikeness. It is
clainmed that such globalization is a continuation of the nodernization process,
with all societies converging to a simlar point.

| suggest that this is an ideological posture, not a position arrived at
after an exam nation of the facts. Rather, the facts point to the view that sone
honogeni zati on takes place, but it is nodified constantly by forces of
heterogeneity. G obalization is occurring today in a "postnodernist” context,
where the Fordi st economic nodel is giving way to flexible production and where
cultural pluralism(i.e., nulticulturalism) is marching al ongside the
mul ti nati onal s.

Next, the honpgeni zation charge often takes the formof clains that the
world is being "Anericanized." Again, there are elements of truth in the
assertion. U S. culture is being spread by its satellites, but one mnust
remenber that U S. culture has itself been "globalized." Consider the nunber of
Mexi can and Japanese restaurants spreading in the United States to match
McDonal d's. Much nore worrisonme is that, mlitarily, the United States is
probably the only country whose fleets and air power give it a truly globa
reach.

Anot her variant on the honpgenization-heterogeneity issue is the interplay
between the global and the local. It is this interplay that |ed sociol ogi st
Rol and Robertson to coin the phrase "glocalization.” 2 In terns of research, one
nmust al ways exam ne how gl obalization takes |ocal form and how the |ocal shapes
and reshapes the global forces. The fact is that globalization, while it may
utilize virtual reality, does not take place in the clouds, but in actua
pl aces.

Anot her questionabl e judgnent is the pronouncenent that, in a globa
epoch, the nation-State is about to di sappear. Instead of such hasty
sl ogani zing, we need to inquire carefully into what functions of the nation-
State are being eroded (for sone are) and what functions may, in fact, be
enhanced. Mbreover, the fact that approximtely 190 nation-States, many created
after World War 11, are represented in the United Nations (UN) nust give us
pause as we bury the form In our consideration, we nust also reexam ne the form
of internationalism-a product, surely, of nations--and ask what relation does
internationalism as well as nationalism have to globalization. 3

I's globalization an inevitable devel opnent, whatever its actual shape? Is
it, is short, deternministic? Tocqueville, we may recall, believed that
denocracy--the equality of conditions--was providential, and therefore
unst oppabl e. Marx preached econom c determnism and the inevitability of
comrmuni sm In ny view, Tocqueville may or may not be right, even if for the
wrong reasons, but Marx was certainly wong about conmuni sm However, Marx says,
"Men nake their own history; but...not...under conditions of their own
choosing," 4 thus offering us hints as to a nore useful way of | ooking at
events. His is a fecund notion. Qur "conditions" are, indeed, those of
gl obal i zation, but how we deal with theminvolves our intentions as well as the
tendenci es involved in the present globalization process. Contingency and choice
shape our interplay with a non-determnistic set of global factors.



I have now spoken of some of the broad issues surroundi ng gl obalization
honopgeni zati on vs. heterogeneity, "Anericanization," the gl obal-1ocal dichotony,
the nation-State and internationalism and the question of determinism As we
consi der these issues, we should keep two injunctions in mnd: (1) each issue
nmust necessarily be the subject of intense further enpirical research and
theoretical fornulation; and (2) our judgnents, when soundly based in further
under st andi ng, should not be in sinple terns of good or bad but in sone bal anced
wei ghi ng, seen from our value positions, of the positive and negative features
of the process we are studying.

Let us now turn to another cluster of topics related to globalization. In
1992, some colleagues and | held a conference entitled "G obal Civilization and
Local Cultures." 5 Subsequently, we probed whether something we can call a
gl obal civilization may be energing, displacing civilizations of the past that
now are best viewed sinply as "cultures." To answer such a question, we need to
| ook nore closely at definitions of both "civilization" and "culture," a task
wi |l not undertake here, but only signal. W need also to rem nd oursel ves of
the gl obal -1 ocal topos, flagged earlier

Sone ot her scholars, of course, see things differently. Sanmuel Huntington
for exampl e, speaks of the clash of civilizations. 6 This, in ny view, is errant
nonsense. W are in an era of nation-States, existing nowin a context of
globalizing forces. It is the nation-State, not a civilization, that puts
satellites into orbit and manufactures nucl ear weapons that can potentially
destroy all human civilization

If there is any grain of truth in the clash of civilizations thesis, it is
that we are witnessing the clash of conpeting globalisns. A result of the
gl obal i zati on process is reaction in the formof fundanentalisns of various
sorts. 7 One such fundamentalismis Islam Though Islam Iike Catholicism has
al ways proclained itself a global, nessianic religion, it is only with the means
provi ded by the new conditions of globalization that it can try to articulate
its message and sponsor its mgratory adherents globally. Its globalism
therefore, can be said to conpete and clash with the globalization process that
we are discussing.

If, in fact, we are witnessing the energence of a single globa
civilization with nulti-faceted | ocal variants, it nay be well to relate it to
the end of eurocentrism One useful way of pursuing this thenme is totie it to
the history of mapping. Until nore or |ess the present day, the Mercator
proj ection has doninated our visual world, exaggerating the size of the Western
countries, as do nmedieval paintings in their distortion by inmportance rather
than linearity. Buckm nister Fuller's dymaxi on map, and other such corrections,
give us a nore bal anced portrait of the gl obe.

Such a portrait also calls into question the notion anmong some politica
scientists and historians of a center and periphery. In a global context, where
Japan and | ndonesia, China and the city-States of Singapore and Hong Kong, South
Korea and Thail and, Brazil and even South Africa all play inportant roles al ong
with the European and Anerican powerhouses it appears nore useful to think in
terms of a decentered world of capital and people flows. So, too, with the
virtual space of the conputer and the instantaneous conmuni cati on of the
Internet, the center can be conceived of as everywhere and nowhere.

In such a space, each person has the potential of being a cosmopolitan. In
Greek tinmes, when Di ogenes spoke of being a citizen of the world, it was an idle
aspiration in a world | argely unknown. Vigorously revived in the Enlightennent



of the eighteenth century, the new cosnopolitanismcould at least claima world
that encompassed the new continent of Anerica, as well as the ol der ones. But
even here, the cosnmopolitan claimwas to an ideal, not a reality; Voltaire was
hardly |iving, or even thinking, globally.

I ndeed, eighteenth and ni neteenth century cosnopolitani smwas effectively
a screen for the inperialistic inposition of Western civilization. Thus, Lord
Croner could speak of how "[t]he real future of Egypt...lies not in the
direction of a narrow nationalism which will only enbrace Egyptians... but
rather in that of an enlarged cosnmopolitanism™ 8 In short, "wogs" could seek to
become imtation Englishmen. Only today can we see the narrowness of the earlier
definition, and only today can the enlarged ideal be actually realized in
everyday life. By redefining cosnopolitanismto include nmulticulturalismalong
with a belief in universal human nature, it now appears both accessible and
realizable to |l arge nunmbers of people whose |ocal identity is becom ng
gl obal i zed.

All the points made in what | amcalling a cluster of topics--civilization
and cultures, conpeting globalism the end of eurocentrism the reconsideration
of the center-periphery thesis, and the spread of a new cosnopolitanism-are, of
course, debatable and subjects for further research and reflection. They are,
necessarily, to be studied in holistic terns as relating one to another, and as
part of the synergy of which | spoke of earlier

In further seeking to understand gl obalization, especially froman

hi stori cal perspective, we confront a nunber of problem areas. A major one
concerns the actors to be studied. For the |ast few hundred years, the witing
of history has circled around the activities of the nation-State, its wars,
econom c activities, nationalistic culture, and political |eaders. Profound
shifts are underway in this regard. Though, as | have argued, the nation-State
will still be a major player in global history, its role nust be reassessed in
terms of the larger process unrolling around it.

At the sanme tinme, players other than the nation-State crowd the stage of
hi story. Especially proninent are non-governnental organizations (NGOs) and
mul ti nati onal corporations, both of whose recent increases in nunmbers have been
phenonenal . In a fuller treatnment, we would wi sh to consider their enmergence in
relation to the notion of civil society, for certainly they have grown in the
soil first laid down in the Enlightennent's cultivation of the public sphere and
public opinion. Forsaking such a digression, I will focus first on two prom nent
forms of NGOs: those related to human rights and those related to the
envi ronnent .

Human rights is a global assertion, rising above the national rights
restricted to citizens by earlier denocratic novenents. Today, although this
view is hotly contested in sone quarters, one has rights not because one is a
Frenchman or an Anerican, but because one is a human being. As we all know,
however, there are few if any institutionalized "global" courts to enforce these
ri ghts, (though they are enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.
It is the court of public opinion that mainly gives whatever strength there is
to their observation. Inportantly, public opinion is shaped and given voice by
NGOs, such as Ammesty International, Human Ri ghts Watch, and other such
organi zations. In other words, in our informational-conmputer age, human rights
proponents, under the guise of NGOs, are the conscience of the globe.

Anot her proliferating formof NGO relates to the environment. In this
area, private, not-for-profit groups nobilize on both a |local and a gl obal basis



to deal with threats to the environnent. These groups prod national governnents
to take international actions. Using the new informational technol ogy, NGOs--
such as the Sierra Club, G eenpeace, and innunerable others--nobilize forces
around the world to conbat what are clearly global, as well as local, crises.

I ncreasingly, these NGOs, along with nultinational corporations and
adapting nation-States, are the actors to be studied by the historian or other
social scientist. OF course, the UN nust be placed al ongsi de these forces. A
cross between a forumfor nations, wth their pursuit of national ainms by
i nternational means, and an institution seeking to transcend its nenbers and
their parochial concerns, the UNis still unsure of its m ssion. That m ssion
it dimy senses, is a global one, but howto conplete it is clouded in anbiguity
and di ssent. Justice and Force would seemto be the two key ternms in this
regard. How to adjudicate |ocal power squabbles in global terns, that nust
i nclude strategies for prevention, and how to enforce UN judgnents mlitarily
are the clear chall enges. For the student of globalization, the evolution of UN
mlitary forces deserves nuch attention.

Turning now to nmultinationals as our other selected actor, they have been
traced back two thousand years by classical scholars. 9 This is accurate in the

sense that certain trading groups were transnational. It is anachronistic in
that nation-States did not exist at the tinme, thus giving a different meaning to
nmultinational. If we add the word "corporation," we again nust realize that it

is a legal termgiven precise neaning only recently. In any case, nodern

mul ti nati onal corporations can be discerned enmerging in the seventeenth century
and flourishing, for exanple, in the shape of the Dutch and British East India
conpani es.

Eschewi ng a continuous history, let ne turn to our gl obal present. Today,
according to the UN, of the 100 | argest possessors of gross donestic product,
fifty-two are nultinationals. This neans that these nmultinationals are wealthier
t han about 120-130 nation-State menbers of the UN. Today, there are said to be
over 37,000 rmultinationals. In the past quarter of a century, the list of the
top 500 industrial rmultinationals has shifted fromal nost entirely Anerican-

Eur opean to al nost two-fifths Japanese-Asi an.

How are we to understand what is happening? As a prelimnary matter, we
must necessarily define what we nean by a nultinational corporation. Then, we
nmust descri be and anal yze the features that we think characterize it. Were is
it headquartered? Where is its workforce? Where are its sales? Wiere do its
capital flows go? Then we nust | ook at these features dynamically, seeing them
devel op over tinme. Finally, we nust conpare conpani es with conpani es and
countries with countries to arrive at a global picture.

In fact, an international conference took place in October in 1999 to
shoul der exactly these tasks. Called "Mapping the Miltinational Corporations,"”
t he project seeks to give visual formto what is happening econonically around
the gl obe. To conplenment the atlases featuring nation-States and their
boundari es, the conference attenpted to conpile an atlas depicting the
nmul ti nati onal corporations as they |eap across such boundaries. W need to see,
not only understand the new gl obe aborning. 10

I conclude this section by suggesting what might be involved in dealing
nmore fully with two of the key factors or phenonena in globalization that await
our further study. | single out "mgrations" and "identities" as exanples for a
bit nore el aboration



O course, peoples have migrated |ong before the global epoch, indeed,
since the beginning of human tinme. What needs to be studied now is the way
m grations are occurring as part of the process of globalization, and thus,
shaping it in turn. Again, there have already been international conferences on
this topic resulting in publications. 11 Yet, their findings, going back
incidentally to the earliest disaporas of over two thousand years ago, represent
sinmply a beginning.

What needs enphasis is how today's nmigrations are, in part, caused by
ot her globalizing forces and how, in turn, mgrations use those sane forces. The
experience of noving, or being noved, co-exists with the feeling of staying
| ocally rooted because of being connected to the honel and by neans of radio,
t el ephone, television, and conputer. All these can instantly reconnect the
mgrant with those at "hone," for hone is now where the nmonitor is. It nust
further be enphasized that the new migrants are changing the places to which
they have traveled. Pakistanis in Britain and Turks in Gernmany are causing old
colonial stories to be rewitten and, in the process, are creating bi and tri-
national entities. As Marx would put it, "[a]ll that is solid nelts into air."

Part of what is nmelting is one's identity. Od identities are up for
grabs. \What does it nean now, in a global epoch, to be British or German? Again
we are faced with a particular research problenthat forns part of the |arger
probl em of identity in a global tinme. Wthout engaging in further detailed
di scussion, | sinmply note the aspect concerning a global identity. |Is such an
i dentity possible? How would it relate to the other identities--local, national
regional --that we mght have? Is it an identity solely for energing gl oba
elites, or is it a possibility for the masses? 12

Behind all the topics we have touched upon is the fact that tinme and space
have been conpressed in an unprecedented fashion. The roots of this conpression
reach far into the past. The devel opnent of sea vessels, fromsail to steam
cutting distance and duration, forns one thread in this account. The invention
of the telegraph, the laying of cables, the introduction of the tel ephone, and
then the devel opnent of radi o communi cation represent another wave of enornous
changes. Now, as we know, satellites, with the aid of conmputer |inkages, allow
si mul t aneous communi cati on between any points on the globe. One billion people
wat ched the first step on the noon on their television sets, and nore than three
billion people were said to have seen the Coca-Cola comercials that acconpanied
the last A ynpic ganes via the same medium as if the viewers were in the sane
pl ace. Moreover, individuals thenselves can travel fromone end of the globe to
the other in less than a day.

Anot her major thread to follow is mapping. Since the fifteenth century,
Pt ol emai ¢ maps have gui ded the opening of a new world, in which half of a
previ ously unknown gl obe spun into perspective. Yet, forgotten in this burst of
vision was the fact that |arge areas of the globe were still "dark." Parts of
Africa remained unmapped until the end of the nineteenth century, and the poles
were not adequately explored until recent expeditions. Only in our tine has the
gl obe cone to be nore or less fully known. We have even seen it from outside, as
one of nmany spherical bodies in space.

In this all too brief updating of the mapping aspiration, we can | ook back
and observe how the inmpulse, starting in the fifteenth century and taking shape
in the Mercator projections, has taken on a new global form-the view from
space. Such space is no |longer a nere eurocentric phenonmenon. It is shared,
potentially, by all peoples. We all | ook up at the sane sky (allow ng for



di fferent vantage points), and the sky | ooks down on us as if we occupied the
same gl obe, which we do.

Such a new spatial conception is matched by a new tine sense. In fact, as
we know, space and tinme are coordinates. As in the mapping of |ongitude, we only
know where we are when we know what tinme it is. Wth gl obalization has cone the
adoption of a uniform cal endar; thus, our days are nore or |ess the sane.
Clearly, in our global epoch, the conpression of space and time has accel erated,
continuing a trend that reaches far back in tinme. It is a trend conditioned by
bot h changes in consciousness and technol ogy, with one affecting and determ ning
t he ot her.

The history of tinme, and technical devices by which to neasure it, is
itself a long one. | touch here only on a few aspects. Early nman had no
ti mepi eces, other than those provided to himby nature: the rising and setting
of the sun. Tinme varied according to the period of the year and al so accordi ng
to location. In their wanderings across the gl obe, hunter-gatherers lived in a
phenonmenol ogi cal tine of this sort, and this was the condition of the human
speci es for about ninety-nine percent of its existence.

Wth humanity's entrance into agricultural society and then civilization
much of the old reckoning by the sun persisted. Gradually, however, mechanica
devi ces were introduced, such as sun dials and water clocks. Many fine scholarly
books provide details for the nechanical clocks and watches that entered the
scene in the nodern period and began to shape a new, mathematical grasp of tine.

The invention of the pendulum with its regular sw nging back and forth,
gave a new precision to neasurenments: balls rolling down an inclined plane, or
of projectiles and their flight, for example. Such artisan activity, including
further work on escarpnents, prepared the way in practice for the clock-Iike
uni verse of Newton. After the great English scientist, the earth was not only
held in place by gravity, but was presuned to proceed in its voyage around the
sun in precise nechanical -mat hematical terns.

Ski ppi ng across tine, if any years had to be singled out when nodern tine
was ushered in, they would be 1883-1884. In 1883, on Novenber 18, 1883, the
railroads in the United States inposed a uniformtinme, known as "standard
time,"in place of the eighty or so different railroad tines in the country. It
has been called the "day of two noons"” because at nidday cl ocks had to be set
back in the eastern part of each zone.

Wth this standardization, the victory of artificial time over the tine of
God and Nature was nmade ever nore obvious. In the process, local tinme gave way
to a national tine. The next intermediate step was a nove fromthe national to
the international. This step was taken in 1884, when an international conference
agreed on establishing the nmeridian, the tinme zones, and the beginning of the
gl obal day. Thus, there came into existence a unified system of standardized
time zones. 13

I could go on about the topic, but will refrain fromdoing so, except for
one nore observation. Again junping selectively, | rem nd you of the
si mul t aneous wi tnessing of the scud m ssiles descending on Jerusal em during the
Gul f War, both in that city and in Baghdad, from whence the m ssiles were being
sent, as well as in New York, London, and Tokyo. In this scene, certainly, is a
vivid illustration of what has been happening.



The fact is that we are now living in a synchronized tinme and a
si mul t aneous space. This outcome has had a long build-up; its culmnation is a
qualitative shift occurring as we enter the global epoch. In the treatnent of
this devel opnent, | have gone into some specificity, both to show how detail ed
research m ght proceed and to nmake nore convincing the assertion that ours is an
epoch of synchronization and sinmultaneity never experienced by previous
generati ons.

At this point, we may feel sonewhat overwhel ned. There is such a plethora
of problens to be found in the seeningly sinple notion of globalization. Are we
to take everything as our object of study? In one sense, the answer is "yes."

G obalization, as | have stressed, nust be seen holistically, for each feature
is connected to every other. Realistically, however, we can ignore huge swathes
of ordinary history and concentrate initially on the factors of gl obalization
enunerated earlier. In doing so, our tasks becone limted research projects.
Only gradually do we seek to reassenble the pieces, in turn further illum nating
our enpirical research efforts.

Nevertheless, it is evident that globalization as a real phenonenon
threatens to overwhel mus, as does the attenpt to conceptualize it. Even the
nane is contested. Alternative terns for globalization include "globalism"”
"glocalization," as previously noted, and "gl obal oney." Perhaps even nore
i mportantly, globalization nust be recognized as com ng before us not only as an
i dea, or as a concept related to a process, but as an ideol ogy pronoted by
mul ti nati onal corporations and by various nedia, and as an ideal, a new version
of the brotherhood--and today we woul d add si sterhood--of humankind. In short,
everyt hing about the subject nust be assuned to be problematic.

Fortunately, as noted, research into the process of globalization is
interdisciplinary in nature; many hands are turning to the task. After and al ong
with the research, of course, are the policy issues. W do research not only for
the abstract joy of understandi ng what is happening around us, but also for
survi val purposes as we seek to play an infornmed role in the gl obal process. But
first, as | have tried to nmake obvi ous, should conme the research and anal ysi s.

By now it must be clear fromour "Grand tour" how conplicated the subject
of globalization is, and how an understandi ng of the process is so vital to our
sense of where we are and how we have cone to be there--wherever "there" is. In
truth, globalization has redefined and reoriented, as | have argued, our
coordi nates of space and tinme. Here on Earth we now have a feeling of a "ful
earth,” in the sense not only of encountering other peoples, but in the sense
that, as noted earlier, alnost all the planet's surface, and increasingly its
dept hs, are becom ng known to us. Such know edge is being matched by our
i nvasion of fornerly enpty outer space. But such outer space, in turn, is being
i ncreasingly drawn inward, as we reorder our sense of self on Earth in terns of
t he new knowl edge we are acquiring.

Difficult as it is to pin down--and correlated as it is with profound
scientific, technol ogical, and econom c devel opnents--a revol utionary
transformation in consciousness, in self-consciousness, and in historica
consci ousness is taking place. This, in fact, nmay be the nopbst inportant
consequence of the globalization process. In sum we are not only transforning
the gl obe, but ourselves as well. What could be a nore chall enging prospect than
t hat ?
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